Lesson: Their Eyes Were Watching God

CWW 7| Power and Control and Societal Views on Gender

Examine the initial introduction to characters. Provide students with the first two pages of text (first
eight paragraphs ending with “...level some day.”). Have students annotate the text (see Strategies
for Supporting Student Learning on page 8) as they think aloud (see Strategies for Supporting
Student Learning on page 8), considering the following questions:

* What views of men (paragraph 1 and 8) and women (paragraphs 2 and 3) are presented?

» What do these paragraphs tell the reader about the author’s feelings (tone) toward each character
or group?

* Why are the Sitters so negative?

» What predictions can you make about this text based on the different views of characters: Janie
versus the Sitters?

Wrap-up: Have students choose one of the following questions and write a reflection/response,
providing evidence from both the media images and the text. They may choose to write a
comparative response.

« How does the porch sitters’ conversation reflect the TEACHING 7 tp
expectations and roles of men and women during the early
20th century? How do you see the media images you have
examined connecting to this text and Hurston’s ideas?
Student answers may include: Hurston contradicts common
media images by presenting men as passive and women as
active. Women seem to live in dreams; women are competent
and can do everything. The woman seems to be in a less
powerful role, defeated by outside forces; the image of death
is the opposite of media portrayal of people as always pretty,
happy, and alive. Women are plagued by gossip; the group
looks down on the woman — they are the “in” crowd. Women
are objectified and put on a pedestal.

Hurston’s use of dialect often challenges
students’ reading and comprehension
of the text. To help them overcome
this challenge, here are two ways to
incorporate the Strategies for Supporting
Student Learning, described on page 8:
For the rest of the chapter, have students
keep a metacognitive log to track their
understanding of the text. In class, allow
students to discuss their questions and
sort out parts that are unclear to them by
thinking aloud.
* What might Hurston be trying to show the reader regarding
power and control dynamics here? Student answers may include: Hurston makes women more
active/powerful than men, challenging societal norms. Hurston makes the group of people powerful
over the individual woman; they are judges, but they are also controlled by the “bossman” and
don’t always have power or influence.
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Lesson: Their Eyes Were Watching God

chafmf 2

Power and Control, Identity and Societal Views on Race and Gender

Create a family tree for Janie. Examine how power, control, abuse, and violence affected
Janie’s life and the lives of her ancestors. Issues of race and gender both surface. Direct
students to the PCW and have them make connections, providing examples of behavior
and explaining the connections to the PCW. Create a dual-entry journal (see Strategies for
Supporting Student Learning on page 8) for the relationship between Janie and Nanny. The
left side will be evidence from the text; the right side will be interpretation of text/connections
to the media images students examined, the PCW, and the RW.

* How do Nanny’s assessment and choices rely on the societal beliefs that surround her
regarding the roles of men and women and their ethnicity? Consider her history and
experiences.

* How does Nanny use power to control? [Direct students to the PCW and have them make
connections.]

» Look at the Respect Wheel. Which of these are missing in the relationship between Nanny
and Janie?

Wrap-up: Have students write a reflection predicting the consequences of Nanny’s beliefs and
choices and how they will affect Janie’s life throughout the rest of the text.

Power and Control and Societal Views on Love Relationships

As students read, have them create dual-entry journals (see Strategies for Supporting Student
Learning on page 8) to process the text. As discussions about power and control continue,
direct students back to the central themes in the novel: family, roles of men and women, love,
and relationships. Students may use the PCW and RW to frame discussions/reflections. To
facilitate discussion, you may ask:

* How do Logan’s views of women and white people shape the way he treats Janie? How do
these views affect Janie and Logan’s marriage?

* How does Joe’s view of men’s and women’s roles affect his behavior toward Janie? Does
Joe see anything wrong with his constant finding of fault with Janie? Are Joe’s controlling
actions a display of real love? Does Janie believe Joe’s actions are a display of love? Why
or why not?

» How do the Sitters reinforce societal norms about power and control? Why do you think
they do this? [The Sitters seem to sanction power, control, and abuse to some extent. Help
students link this back to the Sitters’ experiences at the beginning of chapter 1.]

Wrap-up: Have students write a reflection comparing Logan’s and Joe’s treatment of Janie.
Students should consider how the men’s treatment of Janie connects to today’s media images
of women.
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Wgyg 9-20 | Power and Control and Societal Views on Gender

As students read, have them create dual-entry journals (see Strategies for Supporting Student

Learning on page 8) to process the text. Continue to direct students back to the novel’s central

themes of family, roles of men and women, love and relationships.

* How does Virgible Woods (a.k.a. Tea Cake) differ from society in his views of men and
women? [Help students connect Tea Cake and Janie’s relationship to the RW.]

* How does he fall prey to societal views both of gender and of ethnicity?

Wrap-up: Have students write a reflection on Tea Cake’s treatment of Janie. Do they see
connections between his behavior and today’s media images of women?

B[}Vdi(—g}/e View | Power and Control, Identity and Love

Mrs. Turner’s appearance in chapters 16 and 17
raises the same issues that Janie’s family tree
does. Have students read these chapters
thinking aloud and annotating (see Strategies
for Supporting Student Learning on page 8) their
thoughts. You may guide students to connect
Mrs. Turner’s views and Tea Cake’s actions to
the PCW with guiding questions:

* What happens when Tea Cake physically
abuses Janie? Why does he use violence?
How would Tea Cake explain this abuse?
What does Janie think of his violent actions?

* What is the community’s perception of
Tea Cake and Janie’s relationship after the
physical abuse? How do expected roles
within relationships and definitions of love
contribute to this perception?

* Help students connect these characters’ views
and actions to Janie’s family history.
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