Lesson: Lord of the Flies
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The following mock-trial activity can follow the
characterization activity (Discussions, page 24).

o Mock trial: The following mock-trial activity will
challenge students to think like one of the characters
and respond on his behalf. Divide the students into
three groups:

* Group Jack: This group should look at the entire
time on the island from Jack’s point of view.

» Group Ralph: This groups should look at the entire
time on the island from Ralph’s point of view.

* Group Judges: This group will act as an audience
of judges, and will ask questions of Groups Jack and
Ralph and pass judgment on them.

9 Considering point of view: The groups supporting
Jack and Ralph should consider the following questions
in order to prepare for questions from the judges:

* What happened?

* What events does each boy have firsthand
knowledge of?

* What events did each boy hear about?

* Which actions will each boy defend the most
emphatically?

» What will each boy say about the other?

e Preparing to make a judgment: The group acting as
judges should prepare questions for both groups. In
order to come to a fair judgment, what do the judges
need to find out? How can they look beyond the boys’
personalities and leadership styles to find an accurate
depiction of what happened on the island? Explain that
the judgment group must create questions that elicit
both objective and subjective answers.

» Objective: Facts with no personal feelings (Jack left
the fire to hunt; Ralph gave a list of rules for boys to
follow on the island; etc.)

» Subjective: Opinions; the boys’ personal feelings
(Jack was acting arrogantly and disrespectfully; Ralph
didn’t have enough sense to understand why meat
was important; etc.)
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Deepening Our Understanding of
Power and Control through Literature

0 Wrap-up: In a debriefing discussion, explain to students
that even with the unique circumstances the boys faced
on the island, there was no excuse for the violence that
occurred. While Jack and his team became violent toward
others, many characters did not resort to violence. Most
people are able to respond to stress, frustration, anger
and adversity in ways that aren’t abusive or violent. Use
the RW and invite students to give examples of respectful
ways to respond to difficult situations. (For instance:
communicating, negotiating and taking responsibility)

a Homework: Write a SEE format letter (Statement,
Example, Explanation) to one character that you feel
strongly about. In your letter, assess the character’s
behavior by describing his actions and analyzing his
motivations and intentions. Use the PCW, RW, the
characterization activity (see page 24) and your own
thoughts.

Here’s the letter format:

» Paragraph 1: Introduce yourself to the character
and give your purpose for writing the letter.

* Paragraphs 2-4: Describe what you understand
about his actions using specific details from the story.
These paragraphs should be very detailed and
include examples from the text.

» Paragraph 5/Conclusion: Explain your assessment
by making recommendations to the character.
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@ what Would You Do?

Choose three boys from the island and address the
following questions for each:

* Does this boy contribute in any way to the tragedy on
the island? Explain your viewpoint.

» Could he have acted to prevent any of the deaths?
Why or why not? Explain.

 In your conclusion, imagine you were one of these
boys, and write about what you might have done
differently in his situation.

© Whatf...?

Think about how the use of power and control affected
the outcome of events on the island. Choose one of
the following scenarios to respond to:

» Imagine the boys weren’t rescued from the island.
What do you think would have been the long-term
effects of Jack’s abusive leadership style? In what
ways could respectful behavior have created a more
peaceful society?

* Why was Piggy excluded and not considered a

leader? How could things have been different if the
boys had respected Piggy and his opinions?
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Assessment and
Culminating Activities

CWW Actwtties

o Ad Campaign
Create a commercial (such as a TV skit, radio script,
or poster) that addresses abuse or respect. Use
examples from the PCW and RW. Have students

explain how abusive or respectful behavior affects
relationships, individuals and groups.

* You may wish to refer to. www.adcouncil.org or
www.endabuse.org for examples of public service
announcements.

TEACHING Zip

You may choose to allow students extra class periods to
develop their presentations.

e Code of Conduct

Imagine that you and your friends are faced with a
challenge like that confronted by the boys in Lord of
the Flies. How would you cope and behave on a
deserted tropical island? Design a code of conduct to
live by that would teach the knowledge, values and
skills you would need to surmount all the challenges
you would face. Use the RW as a reference and
consider the following questions:

* How would you ensure that your own personal
boundaries are upheld?

* How would you ensure the safety of everyone?
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Power and Control and the Mechanics and Defects of Society

» Simon says, “...maybe there is a beast...What | mean is...maybe it’'s only us.” As they read
these chapters, have students create a dual-entry journal (see Strategies for Supporting
Student Learning on page 8) to address how the boys are the beast, considering their use of
power and control and using the PCW to help support their answers. The left column will
contain examples of the boys as the beast; the right column will contain connections to
the PCW.

» Consider the sign from the world of grown-ups in chapter 6. How does this compare/connect to
what happens to the boys on the island? Student answers may include: The men are at war
(World War Il); the boys are becoming as out of control as the men are. They have learned
the hunting/killing behaviors from men.

Power and Control, Violence and Acceptance and Fear

» Trace either the boys’ treatment of Simon from chapters 1-8 or the boys’ treatment of Piggy
from chapters 1-11. As students read, have them use a dual-entry journal or annotate the text
(see Strategies for Supporting Student Learning on page 8) to guide their reading. The left
column will include treatment examples from the text; the right column will include connections
to the PCW and consideration of the following guiding questions:

— How was each boy treated by individuals and groups? (right-column examples)
— Do you think this treatment influenced each boy’s death? (left-column analysis)

Wrap-up: Have students write a reflection/response on what the boys’ treatment of Simon
and/or Piggy reveals about the use of power and control and the impact of groups.

Examining the Misuse of Power and Control

» Have students use a Venn diagram to compare the hunts
in chapters 4, 7 and 8 to the accidental murder of Simon in
chapter 9, the capture of Samneric in chapter 11, and the
intentional murder of Piggy in chapter 12.

chapters
4,7,8

— What characteristics do they share?
— How and why did intent change?
chapter

— How does each event connect to the PCW? 9

chapter
11

Venn Diagram Example
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